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Greetings and Welcome...

Howdy! Welcome to the inaugural Poultry Youth Newsletter, brought to you by
the Poultry Science Department of Texas A&M University and Texas AgriLife
Extension.

We plan to publish two newsletters per year, one in the Spring and one in the
Fall. This newsletter will provide information related to poultry youth events in
Texas and beyond. Digital copies of the newsletter can be accessed online via
the Texas A&M University Poultry Science Department’s website at http:/
posc.tamu.edu/youthprograms.htm. We also plan to provide paper copies of the
newsletter to County Extension Agents and at poultry events hosted by the Poul-
try Science Department throughout the year. In the near future we may be able
to provide an email service to those interested that will deliver the newsletter
directly to your inbox.

Suggestions for content are always welcome and can be sent to us at
mdavis@poultry.tamu.edu. If you have a poultry youth event that you would
like to have included in the newsletter, you may send that to us as well. We
hope that everyone has a great Spring and we look forward to continuing our
service to the youth of Texas.

Thanks & Gig ‘Em!

Drs. Morgan Farnell, Lee Cartwright, Craig Coufal & Michael Davis

Upcoming Poultry Events

February

3 Houston Livestock Show
wingbanding & hand-out

5-6 San Antonio Livestock

Exhibition
March

16 Star of Texas Fair and

Rodeo
19 - 20 Houston Livestock Show
June

6 Market Poultry Workshop

Ag Teacher Workshop

Poultry Institute for Youth

Livestock Show Contact Information

Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo

Phone: (832) 667-1000
Web: http://www.hlsr.com

HLSR

c/o Ag Exhibits & Competition
P.O. Box 20070

Houston, TX 77225-0070

San Antonio Livestock Exhibition

Phone: (210) 225-0575
Web: http://www.sarodeo.com

SALE

c/o Livestock Department
P.O. Box 200230

San Antonio, TX 78220-0230

Star of Texas Fair & Rodeo

Phone: (512) 919-3006
Web: http://www.rodeoaustin.com/
default.php

STFR

c/o Livestock Department
9100 Decker Lake Drive
Austin, TX 78724
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Helpful Tips

Wingband Maintenance

Wingbands are a very important part of the livestock
show process. It enables the exhibitor to be correctly
identified for the show and speeds up the process of
validation at the shows. However, there is a bit of
maintenance required to make sure that the wingbands
do not affect the health or appearance of your birds.

When the birds are picked up, wingband numbers
should be verified by the person picking up the birds.
This makes any issues with wingbands easily fixable.
The bands should be pinched in the middle to make
sure the band does not invert on the wing (see (A) on
right). After about two weeks of growout, the exhibi-
tor should spread the bands, usually with a flat head
screwdriver, to make them easily readable at the show
and to make sure they do not become ingrown into the
wing (see (B) on right). Picture (C) on right has not
been pinched enough for young birds, but is not spread
enough for larger birds.

If there are wingband issues after
the birds are located at the grow-
out area, please contact Mr. Dale
Hyatt or one of the livestock show
interns (contact information be-
low) to see if we can help. Re-
member that birds without bands,
with tampered bands or with
bands that have come undone will
be sifted at the major shows.

Bird Size vs. Uniformity

One of the most common questions poultry exhibitors
have regarding the selection of their pen of three market
broilers is: ‘Should emphasis be placed on size or uni-
formity?’. Most, if not all, poultry judges base their
evaluations on overall breast meat yield of the pen. You
should always select your three best birds regardless of
how uniform they may be. In competitive shows, the top
placing pens will have three high quality birds that are
uniform in size due to the fact that all three broilers have
been managed to reach their maximum genetic potential.
Remember, when selecting birds for show, even though
uniformity may play a role in placing the top pens, a uni-
form pen of average birds will not do well. Never leave
the better birds at home.

POPLTIIY

DISEASE
MANUAL ¥
[ A
&

The AgriLife Extension Poultry Disease
Manual is available from the Texas
AgriLife Extension Bookstore, http://
agrilifebookstore.org
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Congratulations

La Vernia FFA - Poultry CDE National Champions, 2008
Team Members: Claire Luensmann, Jessica Price,
Kaitlyn Snow and Blake Young

Texas A&M University Poultry Science Judging Team
Poultry Judging National Champions, 2008
Team Members: Joshua Garcia, Jenna Moore,
Mallori Williams and Brian Zbikowski

Contact Information

Texas A&M University Poultry Science Department
Phone: (979) 845-1931
Web: http://posc.tamu.edu

Texas AgriLife Extension (Poultry Specialists)
Phone: (979) 845-4319
Web: http://posc.tamu.edu (Extension Drop Tab)

Student Advising:
Ms. Jennifer Albert: (979) 845-1654
jalbert@poultry.tamu.edu
Dr. Jason Lee: (979) 845-1654

jlee@poultry.tamu.edu

Specialists:
Dr. Morgan Farnell - Live Production
Dr. Lee Cartwright - Nutrition & Gamebirds
Dr. Craig Coufal - Waste Management
Dr. Michael Davis - Food Safety & Youth Programs

Poultry Research Farm:
Mr. Dale Hyatt:

(979) 845-4367

Livestock Show Interns: (979) 845-4318

Jenna Moore & Charlotte Salinas




