
February 

22 - 23  SASSR Poultry Show  

March 

8  HLSR Poultry Show 

10  Star of Texas Poultry   

  Show 

24  W.F. Krueger Memorial   

  Poultry Judging Contest 

June 

TBA  Agriscience Teacher/County 

  Extension Agent Workshop 

17 - 19  Poultry Institute for Youth 

11 - 15 4-H Roundup  

14  4-H Roundup Poultry   

  Judging Contest 

Upcoming  

Poultry Events 
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 The 2012 Poultry Institute for Youth will be held June 17-19, 2012 in College Station, TX.  The Institute is an over-
night enrichment camp for students who are interested in pursuing a  bachelor’s degree in Poultry Science or just 
interested in the poultry industry in general.  Students will attend mini-lectures taught by our own Texas A&M Uni-
versity staff on topics such as anatomy, embryology, immunology, nutrition and processing.  Students will also take 
field trips to a commercial layer facility and a commercial processing facility. To be eligible students must be entering 
their junior or senior year of high school during the fall 2012 semester.  For the application or additional information, 
please go to http://posc.tamu.edu/library/youthprograms/poultryinstitute/PoultryInstitute2012Final.pdf or you can 
contact Jennifer Allen by phone or email at 979-845-1654 or jallen@poultry.tamu.edu 

Program Changes to Serve You Better   
by Dr. Craig Coufal 

 The Poultry Science Extension office is always looking for ways to im-
prove the programs we offer.  Each year we hold the Market Poultry Work-
shop on the Texas A&M University campus on a Saturday in late May or 
early June.  The goal of this workshop is to provide information and guid-
ance for youth, parents and adult leaders who are raising poultry for junior 
livestock shows.  This day-long workshop covers brooding, housing, feeding 
and hands-on learning for culling and selection of poultry for show.  This 
year, we would like to tailor the program to provide you the information 
you need and answer your questions better than ever before.  To do this, 
we need your input.  In addition, the date has not yet been chosen.  There-
fore, please send your suggestions on dates and topics via email or call us 
(contact information on page 2), and we will do our best to make this year’s 
workshop better than ever. 
 Even though the 2012 shows are not even over, we are already thinking 
about 2013.  In an effort to accommodate many people who asked us to 
make the order forms for the major shows available before the end of the 
school year last year, we did so with the assumption that the show dates 
would be same as 2010.  When the show dates were later changed, this 
meant the bird pick-up dates had to be changed, and that led to some con-
fusion.  This year, turkey order forms will be made available before the 
school year ends as turkey orders are usually due in July, but broiler order 
forms will not be posted to the website until the 2013 show dates are con-
firmed.  This will reduce confusion on pick-up dates, and there will still be 
plenty of time in the fall to order broilers.  The deadline for broiler orders is 
usually in October.  As always, let us know how we can serve you better. 

Get Ready for the 2012 Poultry Institute for Youth 

http://posc.tamu.edu/library/youthprograms/poultryinstitute/PoultryInstitute2012Final.pdf
mailto:jallen@poultry.tamu.edu


 by Dale Hyatt 

 One of the most common ques-
tions we hear from broiler exhibitors 
concerns how to select a pen of broil-
ers that will be competitive in the 
show. The criteria I use when judging 
poultry shows is very consistent with 
colleagues of mine who actively judge 
poultry shows throughout the state. 

 Keep in mind that the show is 
based on selecting the birds that have 
the highest breast meat yield. A top 
yielding bird will have a breast that is 
wide in the chest area and is almost 
as wide down a long keel (breast-
bone), thus forming the shape of a 
large rectangle. Birds that do not 
carry well to the end of the keel are 
referred to as possessing excessive 
“taper”.  There may be broilers in 
your pen that are very wide and have 
little taper but do not have ample 
keel length. They appear to be heart-

shaped and will not compete well 
against other pens with birds that 
have good breast width combined 
with adequate keel length. Breast 
meat dynamics refer to the overall 
fleshing and keel length, while frame 
size refers to the bird’s body confor-
mation.  

 Uniformity of three broilers in 
your pen evaluates how close or iden-
tical the birds appear. Uniformity is 
somewhat important; however, re-
member that “uniformly sorry” will 
not win a show. Emphasis should al-
ways be placed on fleshing and con-
formation first (total breast meat 
yield), and uniformity second. Top 
placing pens will have a high degree 
of uniformity in the pen simply be-
cause the exhibitor maximized their 
birds’ potential through excellent 
management and feeding practices. 
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Selecting Broilers for the Show 

Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo San Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo Star of Texas Fair & Rodeo 

Phone: (832) 667-1000 

http://www.hlsr.com 

Phone: (210) 225-0575 

http://www.sarodeo.com 

Phone: (512) 919-3000 

http://www.rodeoaustin.com 

Livestock Show Contact Information 

Interesting Poultry Facts 

Fact 1:  Birds have rigid lungs.  The lungs of birds do not inflate or deflate as the 
lungs of people do when we breath in and out.  The air volume inside a bird is a 
result of the expansion and contraction of the nine air sacs in the abdominal 
cavity beyond the lungs.  These air sacs act as bellows to push air through the 
lungs where the blood picks up oxygen. 
 
Fact 2:  A hen does not need a rooster to lay eggs.  Hens do not produce eggs 
in response to the presence of a rooster, but rather in response to day length 
(number of hours of light per day).  Hens are stimulated to lay eggs when day 
length is increasing or held constant at a long day length.  Therefore, all you need to make a hen lay eggs is a light bulb!  
However, eggs from hens not mated with a rooster are infertile and will not hatch.   
 
Fact 3:  Chick sex is determined by the hen.  The hen produces two types of sex chromosomes, while the rooster only 
produces one type.  Therefore, the chromosome from the hen determines if the chick will be a male or female.  In 
mammals, it is the opposite.  The male produces two types of chromosomes and determines the sex of the offspring. 

Contact Us 
 

Texas A&M University  
Poultry Science Department  

(979) 845-1931 
http://posc.tamu.edu 

 
Texas AgriLife Extension - Poultry 

(979) 845-4319 
http://posc.tamu.edu/

extensionprograms/index.htm 
 

Poultry Specialists: 
Dr. Morgan Farnell  

mfarnell@tamu.edu 
Dr.  Craig Coufal  

ccoufal@tamu.edu  
 

Student Advising: 
(979) 845-1654        
Jennifer Allen    

jallen@poultry.tamu.edu 
Dr. Jason Lee 

jlee@poultry.tamu.edu 
 

Poultry Research Farm: 
Dale Hyatt 

(979) 845-4367  
 

Livestock Show Interns:  
(979) 845-4318 

Amy Vansa 
Lisa West 

Kelsey Firkins 
poultryshows@poultry.tamu.edu 


