
June 30:  State Fair of Texas broiler   
 orders due  

July 15:  Houston, San Antonio and 
 Star of Texas turkey orders due 

August 24:  Pick-up State Fair of  
 Texas broilers at TAMU 

October 4:  State Fair of Texas 
 Broiler Show 
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Join us on Facebook 

By Gregory Archer 
Texas A&M Poultry Extension now has a Facebook page!  We provide you 
with the latest news related to the poultry industry, workshops, youth 

events and everything poultry.  Increase your 
knowledge of poultry via the facts and questions 
and answers that are posted on a regular ba-
sis.  Know when and where you can learn more 
in person by getting timely updates on future 
poultry workshops conducted by the Poultry 

Extension unit.  Get information on youth events  and 
shows.  Ask questions about poultry and get them an-
swered or get pointed in the right direction.  Like us 
today on Facebook and become part of the Texas A&M 
Poultry Extension network!  The web address is Face-
book.com/TexasAgriLifePoultryExtension. 

Livestock Show  

Contact Information 

Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo 

Phone: (832) 667-1000 

www.hlsr.com 

San Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo 

Phone: (210) 225-0575 

www.sarodeo.com 

Star of Texas Fair & Rodeo 

Phone: (512) 919-3000 

www.rodeoaustin.com 

State Fair of Texas 

Phone: (214) 421-8723 

www.bigtex.com 

Welcome New Poultry Extension Specialist 

 
Dr. Gregory Archer joined the Texas 
AgriLife Extension Poultry Unit in 
College Station as an Assistant Pro-
fessor and Poultry Specialist on 
March 1, 2012. Archer received his 
doctorate from Texas A&M Universi-
ty and conducted post-doctoral work 
at University of California-Davis be-
fore returning to A&M. Specializing 
in animal behavior and physiology, 
Archer plans to conduct incubation 
research to improve the quality and 
thriftiness of chicks and poults. Since 
joining A&M, he has assisted with 
the Houston Livestock Show and Ro-
deo and Star of Texas poultry shows 
and is quickly becoming acquainted 
with the youth programs. Archer also 
has created a Facebook page for the 
Poultry Unit (see below). Please join 
us in welcoming Dr. Archer! 

http://gallus.tamu.edu/index.htm


 by Craig Coufal 
 

 While many of the youth market 
poultry shows are in the early spring, 
the State Fair of Texas broiler show 
and many of the local and county 
shows are held in the fall.  This means 
that exhibitors will be raising their 
poultry during the late summer when 
temperatures are soaring.   

 Smaller-bodied birds, like laying 
hens, can handle the summer heat 
fairly well, but poultry that are grown 
for market shows, especially broilers, 
cannot handle the Texas heat very 
well for a couple reasons.  First , be-
cause they are fed for rapid growth, a 
great deal of body heat is generated 
from feed metabolism. In addition, 
their thick, heavily muscled bodies do 
not dissipate deep body heat very 
easily. As a consequence, market 
show poultry become heat stressed 
very easily. This results in decreased 
feed consumption and growth, and in 
many cases, death from heat stroke. 

 Cooling the pen 

 The first thing most people think 
of when trying to keep birds cool is to 
reduce the air temperature. Many 
people have used small air condition-
ers (window units) in their chicken 
pens to cool the air.  While this will 
work and the birds will love it, some 
potential problems may arise. The 
first problem is the acclimation of the 
birds to the air conditioned environ-
ment. Air conditioners remove hu-
midity from the environment. If the 
birds become accustomed to this de-
humidified, cool environment and are 
then taken to a barn with no air con-
ditioning at the show, they may not 
be able to handle the drastic change 
in environment.  You may get to the 
show with the biggest bird, but if the 
bird dies before it is judged, then all 
is lost.  This is not to say you should 

not use an air conditioner, but just be 
aware of the potential downfall.   

 Secondly, clogging of the air filter 
and coils of the air conditioner with 
dust can be a problem. Frequent 
cleaning of the air filter and/or coils 
will likely be required daily to main-
tain proper cooling.    

 Evaporative cooling through the 
use of foggers or evaporative pads 
can also be effective.  Due to  the 
high electrical costs associated with 
running air conditioners, pads and 
foggers are the methods used by the 
commercial poultry industry to cool 
poultry houses. Evaporative cooling  
can work very well, but will make the 
air near 100 percent humidity.  
Therefore, high air movement, or 
wind speed, across the birds is ex-
tremely important when using evapo-
rative cooling.  Do not use evapora-
tive coolers when the ambient air 
outside is above 80 percent humidity 
(typically at night) as the rate of cool-
ing is very low, and the extra humidi-
ty only compounds  the heat stress of 
the birds. 

Air speed 

 Perhaps the most important fac-
tor to consider when trying to keep 
birds cool is the speed of the air mov-
ing across the birds. Basically, the 
rule is “the more, the better.”  You do 
not want so much wind the birds will 
not want to get up to eat and drink, 
but the more air you can move across 
the birds, the cooler they will be.  
This is referred to as the “wind chill” 
effect. Warm air moving across the 
birds is more effective at cooling  the 
birds than cool air that is still. Re-
member to evaluate air speed at bird 
level, not at people level.  In extreme-
ly hot weather, run the fans 24 hours 
a day. Fully feathered birds will not 
get too cold as long as the nighttime 
temperature is above 60 degrees F. 

Other strategies 

 Cool water:  Try to keep the birds’ 
drinking water as cool as possible.  
This will help cool their deep body 
temperature and encourage them 
to eat and drink more.  Frequent 
changing of the water is recom-
mended.  Some people have even 
tried putting ice in the waterers to 
keep it cool.  This is fine, but don’t 
make it “ice cold”.  If the water is 
freezing cold, the birds might stop 
drinking. 

 Keep litter dry: Wet litter (especially 
with manure mixed in) will begin to 
compost, thus producing heat and 
adding to the heat load of the birds. 

 Extra space: Give the birds extra 
space during hot weather so they 
can get as much air space around 
them as possible. 

 Avoid direct sunlight:  Make sure all 
openings to the pen are shaded so 
the birds are not hit by direct sun-
light, especially in the late after-
noon and evening. 

 Shade or insulate the pen walls and 
ceilings:  Pen surfaces that will be 
exposed to direct sunlight, especial-
ly the west wall and roof, should be 
shaded or insulated to reduce the  
pen heat load. Hot walls and ceil-
ings will heat the birds through in-
frared energy, just like an infrared 
heat lamp during brooding. 
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Keeping Birds Cool in the Summer Heat 

Contact Us 
Texas A&M University  

Poultry Science Department 
(979) 845-1931 

http://posc.tamu.edu 
Texas AgriLife Extension - Poultry 

(979) 845-4319 
Livestock Show Intern:  

Kelsey Firkins 
poultryshows@poultry.tamu.edu 


