
January 11:  San Antonio broiler 
pick-up at TAMU Poultry Center 

January 23:  Houston/Star of 
Texas broiler pick-up at Pearce 
Pavilion 

February 20-21:  San Antonio 
Stock Show and Rodeo poultry 
show 

March: 7:  Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo poultry show 

March 11:  Star of Texas Fair and 
Rodeo poultry show 

March 23:  W. F. Krueger Memo-
rial Poultry Judging Contest at 
TAMU Poultry Center 

May 3:  Applications for the 2013 
TAMU Poultry Institute for Youth 
due 

June 16-18:  2013 TAMU Poultry 

Poultry Calendar 
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  Tips for Handling Poultry at the Show 

 Proper handling of broilers and turkeys at youth livestock shows is im-
portant for several reasons. First and foremost,  proper handling is important 
for the welfare of the animals. During presentation to the judge, exhibitors 
should hold the birds upside-down by the shanks of the legs. After the judge 
has evaluated your birds and moved down the line, birds should be held or 
placed on the ground in the normal, up-right position. Holding birds upside-
down by the legs for short periods of time does not harm them, but being held 
in this position for long periods of time can cause them stress, even to the 
point of death. Exhibitors should be aware of where the judge is in the arena, 
and if he or she is not close by, then keep the birds in the normal position. 
 Another important consideration is picking up the birds. When lifted, it is 
natural for the birds to want to flap their wings. This can cause injury to the 
bird as well as the exhibitor. The best way to prevent excessive wing flapping is 
to position your arms around the wings of the bird when grasping the legs 
(with the head pointed toward you). Then, as you gently lift the bird, allow the 
back of the bird to rest against your legs or upper body. This will help the bird 
to feel supported and should result in less wing flapping. 
 Lastly, it is important to have enough holders for your birds in the show 
ring.  Parents are not allowed in the show ring during the judging, so exhibitors 
need to make sure and have some help to hold birds. While a strong person 
can hold two broilers at once, it is better for the exhibitors and the birds if each 
person holds just one, so plan ahead to have enough holders. For turkeys, 
these large birds are often too heavy for the younger exhibitors. There is noth-
ing wrong with having an older and stronger youth help a younger exhibitor 
hold a turkey during the show. Doing so will help to ensure the welfare of the 
birds and the exhibitors, as well as present the bird in the best position for the 
judge to make an accurate evaluation. 

 Lighting is an important consideration when rearing 
turkeys for show, especially for the hens.  Toms can be 
raised on 24 hours of light a day for the entire growing 
period, but this is too long of a day length (number of 
hours of light per day) for hens.  Long day lengths will 
stimulate the hens into sexual maturity, and this may re-
sult in the onset of egg production before the show.  If a 
hen is stimulated into egg production, she will likely divert 
nutritional resources away from breast meat growth and 
into egg production, resulting in a less competitive bird for 
market shows. 

 The solution is to expose hens to a decreasing day 
length during the rearing period.  Birds are “programmed” 
to respond to changes in day length.  A decreasing day 
length will help to delay sexual maturity in birds, thus 
helping to prevent the onset of egg production.  The re-
duction in day length should begin at about 8 to 10 weeks 
of age.  Therefore, it is best to rear the hens and toms sep-
arately if the toms are to remain on 24 hours of light per 
day.  For the hens, total hours of light per day can be re-
duced by 30 minutes per week until show.  This is easily 
accomplished with a inexpensive timer. 

Lighting Programs for Turkeys for Market Poultry Shows 



 by  Dale Hyatt 
 

 Experienced poultry exhibitors 
know how important it is for their 
broiler chicks and turkey poults to 
have a healthy start if they are to be 
competitive in the show. Transporting 
fresh hatched poultry from the hatch-
ery or distribution point to the exhibi-
tor’s pen must be done properly to 
insure minimal mortality and a fast 
start. Temperature and oxygen supply 
are two main points for consideration 
when transporting chicks and poults. 
Temperature 
 Although temperature require-
ments for brooding day-old poultry 
generally ranges from 88 to 92 de-
grees Fahrenheit, these temperatures 
can be lethal for birds in boxes. Prop-
er holding and transport temperature 
for boxed birds should be slightly 
above room temperature (74 to 76 
degrees). If the chicks are panting, 
this is an indication that temperatures 

are dangerously high and adjustments 
must be made immediately. Chicks 
huddling in box corners indicate that 
temperatures are too low; it is a good 
idea to check the birds frequently dur-
ing transport, especially during long 
distance transport or extended hold-
ing periods. 
Oxygen   
 Hatchlings have a relatively high 
oxygen requirement, and adequate 
ventilation and air exchange are cru-
cial during transport and holding. Eve-
ry effort should be made to leave 
space between stacked boxes to allow 
fresh air to flow between the stacks. 
Cardboard chick boxes will typically 
have removable tabs for ventilation, 
so be sure that an adequate number 
of vents are open. 
 Finally, if you observe a distinct 
change in cheeping sounds, this may 
be a red flag, and you should check 
the birds immediately. 
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Transporting & Holding Day-old                  

Chicks and Poults 

Livestock Show Contact Information 

Contact Us 
 

Poultry Science Department  
(979) 845-1931 

http://posc.tamu.edu 
 

Texas A&M AgriLife  
Extension - Poultry 

(979) 845-4319 
http://posc.tamu.edu/

extensionprograms/index.htm 
 

Facebook Page: 
facebook.com/

texasagrilifepoultryextension 
 

Poultry Specialists: 
Dr. Morgan Farnell  

mfarnell@poultry.tamu.edu 
Dr.  Craig Coufal  

ccoufal@poultry.tamu.edu  
Dr. Greg Archer 

garcher@poultry.tamu.edu 
 

Student Advising: 
(979) 845-1654        
Jennifer Allen    

jallen@poultry.tamu.edu 
Dr. Jason Lee 

jlee@poultry.tamu.edu 
 

Poultry Research Farm: 
Dale Hyatt 

(979) 845-4367  
 

Livestock Show Interns:  
Kelsey Firkins 

Tiffany Mikolas 
(979) 845-4318 

poultryshows@poultry.tamu.edu 

Do not stack chick boxes closely 
together.  This will restrict air 
flow and cause heat build-up. 

Fresh air 

heat 

Leave spaces between chick boxes to 
allow fresh air to reach the bottom box-
es and heat from the birds to dissipate. 

Houston Livestock Show  
and Rodeo 

 
(832) 667-1000 
www.hlsr.com 

San Antonio Stock Show  
and Rodeo 

 
(210) 225-0575 

www.sarodeo.com 

Star of Texas Fair 
and Rodeo 

 
(512) 919-3000 

www.rodeoaustin.com 

State Fair of Texas 
 
 

(214) 421-8723 
www.bigtex.com 


